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Since 2004, at irregular intervals, the book series “Anthology” has built up a 
series of work reports by young Swiss architects. This volume is like a proto- 
type of a works report so to speak. In addition to three buildings that have  
already been realised, it also describes a work under development. We are in 
the midst of a process, a work phase in the making.
In 2006, with the contract for the metal workshop of the youth centre Dynamo  
in Zurich, the three architects Frank Schneider, Cornelia Mattiello-Schwaller 
and Mike Mattiello, all born in Solothurn, founded their own office and have  
since been responsible for numerous successful competitions. The small metal  
workshop seems like an insignificant episode in the context of the heteroge-
neous urban amalgamation. Yet drawing on qualities such as the concentric 
shape, the impressive uniformity of the metal used and also the strong meta-
phorical nature of the construction material that closely links the building to 
its agenda, this jewel still manages to hold its own in this muddled corner of 
the metropolis. 
With their entry for the Eidgenössische Kunstpreis (Swiss Art Awards) the team 
produced a kind of finger exercise. In the form of three cubes, the small scale 
architectural volumes and shapes have been combined in such a way that the 
viewer can look through the openings of a peep box and experience a wonder- 
ful world of spaces and a play on the scale and the perception of space that is 
like a picture puzzle. Both topics broached – the uniformity of the materials  
and perception of space – also manifest themselves in the community centre  
completed in 2011. The homogenous concrete surface, which looks like a  
stencil, covers the building like a heavy cloak. The window panes have been 
detached from this layer and each merge with their dark, anodised frames 
to form a unit . These spatial compartments that are both horizontally and  
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vertically extensive can be found again on the interior. Expressiveness and  
spatial experience – both these traditional architectural elements have been 
effectively employed here with refinement. The result gives a glimpse of what 
these architectural places of desire could in fact signify. 

Lucerne, in May 2012

Community centre, Regensdorf

The community centre site is located in the centre of Regensdorf. The strik-
ing solitaire has been incorporated into the volumetric sequence of buildings 
between the old village centre and the railway station. Together with the exis-
ting buildings, the new construction forms an urban ensemble. The new site 
for the community centre is spread out across the centre of this ensemble,  
adopting the function of a business card within the cityscape. The cube-shaped  
new building responds to its surroundings and the functional requirements: 
by removing space-filling elements from the building volumes, the relation- 
ship to the location in terms of heights and visual orientation is incorporated 
into the concept and spatial qualities with different functions are generated. 
The façade is structured by a building skeleton made of glazed in-situ con-
crete, which provides structural support for the building together with the 
load-bearing core, allowing for maximum openness and flexibility in the interior  
design. Only the sculptural spiral staircase, which serves as a connecting element  
for the individual public zones, consciously differs from the flexible system, 
creating a representative spatial setting. The floor-to-ceiling glazing set in  
the concrete grid façade characterises the outer appearance of the building,  
symbolising a modern and transparent administration.

Town theatre, Solothurn

The town theatre Solothurn has emerged from an early 18th century building 
complex in the midst of the heritage-protected old town. After being neglected  
for a long time, there are now plans to put it back into operation to facilitate  
contemporary theatre and generate added value for the town and its cultural 
life. The overall outer appearance will be maintained. A key feature of the new 



design is the opening up of the basement storey onto the two small streets that 
flank the building. By incorporating the surrounding streets, an interaction bet-
ween the inside and outside is created, which enhances the environment and 
perceptibly embeds the building into the urban ensemble and city life. The foyer  
is presented as part of the street . A sculpture within the space that incorpo-
rates the lobby and meeting area welcomes the audience, leading them through 
the different levels – becoming a stage itself. The theatre will be reconstructed 
as a new interpretation based on the original design. A new visual language and 
materials will be used for the spectator seating and by retaining the adjust- 
able stage, the charm of the proscenium arch stage will be maintained. In  
addition to the renewal and modification of the stage and building technology to 
meet the current technical requirements, the focus will be particularly on the 
restructuring and optimisation of the theatre-specific rooms and the functio-
nal operational procedures. 

Residential development Sandfelsen, Erlenbach

The lakeside community of Erlenbach has constructed low-cost housing on 
a community-owned plot of land. The site in Sandfelsen is located on the  
threshold between the residential and commercial zone at the edge of the belt 
of housing. The size of the five trapezoid buildings in the planned development 
creates a link between the different scales of the surrounding, loose composi-
tion of buildings. 
The alignment of the buildings in the midst of a park-like green space interwea-
ves the development with the adjacent landscape. With the striking shape of the 
building and the targeted alignment of the structures, a dynamic residential area 
will be created with flowing outside spaces and its own identity. The buildings  
have an inviting entrance area leading to optimally aligned apartments. These 
open out in three directions while the clever space allocation provides a wide 
range of different spatial experiences: a spacious sequence of spaces alter- 
nates with introverted individual zones. The outside spaces, which are offset to 
different degrees depending on the storey, extend the space visually and have 
been incorporated sculpturally into the façade as a continuation of the window 
parapets. Their typology is based on a perforated façade, which opens up in a 
south direction creating a characteristic mural-style, spatial grid. 



Primary school, Vitznau

The school building in the village centre in the lakeside community of Vitznau by 
Vierwaldstättersee is used by several institutions. The building that dates back 
to 1967 and is worthy of preservation, must be adapted to meet the new requi-
rements and the current technical standards. The conversion concept takes the 
character and the visual impact of the concrete building into account. By dis-
mantling certain sections, existing qualities are emphasised and all of the inter-
ventions are derived from the original design draft concept. The square in front 
of the building serves school life and village life to equal extents. The goal is to 
strengthen the interaction between the building and the outside space, to take 
the needs of the different users into account and to highlight the open space as 
the epicentre of the village. The interior has been reorganised: kindergarten, 
primary school, fire service, associations and public functions are interwoven 
spatially and each of the units has been allocated a space within the building that 
makes sense on an operative level. The entrance will serve as a new, connec-
ting element and will be designed as an autonomous spatial structure. This in-
tervention is a solution for what was formerly an unsatisfactory entrance and 
access situation – the forecourt will now lead into the building on ground level. 
Through the use of other materials and surfaces, the coherent series of rooms 
takes a different approach to that of the existing construction, hence signifying 
a new phase of development. 

Apartment building, Lohn-Ammannsegg

In the rural community of Lohn-Ammannsegg, an apartment building with six 
residential units and a separate office has been incorporated into a heteroge-
neous development structure. The position and design of the new building was 
a result of creating the maximum possible distances to the surrounding develop-
ment and an optimum alignment within the residential zone on a gentle slope  
with an appealing view. The cube-shaped building structure consists of two  
offset building sections with a shared entrance area as a common denominator. 
The offset alignment of the buildings and the protrusions and recesses of the 
different storeys, serve to loosen up the structure of the building volume. As a 
result , the building not only has a differentiated appearance but also a scale that 
is appropriate to the surroundings despite the high level of utilisation. The tex-
tured outer façade on all sides with its unobtrusive colour gives the building its 



own identity within the location – and provides the residents with individu-
al living units, each with a panoramic view. In the outside area, the concept of 
differentiation has been taken up once again and a composition with different 
residential qualities has been created. 

A space for school and public functions, Büren an der Aare 

The municipality of Büren an der Aare plans to construct a public centre that 
provides space for school, cultural and representative events. The design con-
cept foresees a striking new building with a very flexible level of utilisation and 
appealing impact on the public, set in park-like school grounds located on an  
attractive site on the banks of the river close to the historic city centre. The draft 
proposes a compact detached building in a prominent location, which will be  
integrated into the heterogeneous surroundings at an appropriate distance to 
the existing buildings. While the pentagonal contours of the structure empha-
sise its autonomy, the way that the interior has been organised is based on the 
topographical setting. The differences in heights between the level of the school 
and the adjacent River Aare are highlighted by the spatial design of the interior. 
A split-level communicates between the two different heights, which symbolise  
the two different users: the school and the public. An attractive route planning 
within the sequence of rooms incorporates both directions of movement. Pre-
cisely positioned openings create a relationship to the surroundings and distinc- 
tive views of the River Aare and Jura characterise the ambience in the hall in 
particular. On the outside, the uniform shape of the roof and facade as well as 
the materials used emphasise the physical dimensions of the pavilion in the park. 

Eidgenössischer Kunstpreis / Swiss Art Awards

“Have you ever had a dream, Neo, that you were so sure was real? What if you 
were unable to wake from that dream? How would you know the difference 
between the dream world and the real world?” From Matrix, 1999. 

RÄUME DENKEN / CONCEIVING SPACES. Three plywood boxes with iden-
tical dimensions will be positioned at an orthogonal angle to one another  
within the space – one with its longitudinal side, one with the wide side and the 



other with the narrow side facing towards the others. Each cube has an opening 
in a different place on the side that provides an insight into its inner life. Inside,  
there is a congruent spatial sculpture made of slabs of lightweight material.  
These model shapes of different sizes are illuminated by two light scenarios: 
the exposure to light and differences in the dimensions – in this case the poten-
tial extension in terms of depth – play with the viewers’ perception of space.

Natural History Museum, St. Gallen

Close to the botanical gardens and in the direct vicinity of the heritage- 
protected church St . Maria, the landmark of the district of Neudorf, a com-
petition for the design of a new building for a natural history museum was held 
by the Stiftung St. Galler Museen. The design draft of this competition entry 
responds to the urban relevance of the given context with a detached building 
as a counterpart to the church. The design of the pentagonal building volume 
is based on the geometry of the plot of land and responds to the surrounding  
development with recesses and openings. The perforations that cover the entire  
façade accentuate the sculptural appearance of the new building. Between the  
dominant building volumes of the natural history museum and the church, an 
outside area unfolds, which in terms of design and composition links both faci-
lities to the surrounding environment. Three theme-based gardens characterise 
the outside area and highlight the different spatial qualities. A net-like pattern of 
pathways extends throughout the different outside spaces, linking the museum  
to the church and the botanical garden. This opportunity to stroll through  
different worlds of experience is also continued in the building interior. The  
visitors’ route follows the typology of the “Promenade d’Architecture”. The  
public is guided through the museum by means of a series of spaces set along 
the façade that extend upwards. 

Residential development Hofstatt, Zuchwil

There are plans to construct new housing in a meadow orchard in the midst of 
a heterogeneous urban development structure in the centre of the municipa-
lity of  Zuchwil. To ensure that the quality of this green area is still perceptible, 
the space allocation will be divided up among three buildings, which will be  



oriented towards the dominant building heights of the surrounding developments 
and will enhance the town centre as a striking ensemble. The alignment of the 
buildings will create a park-like environment with flowing outside spaces and  
fascinating views that are enhanced by the building shape. A coherent network 
of paths, supplemented by different horticultural themes, playfully leads through 
the development. The prominent location of the site suggests that ambitious  
architectural demands will be made of the development. This aspect will be taken 
into account by the careful and innovative design of the façade. Strips of façade 
that surround the building, relief-like and composed of layers of differing widths, 
structure the building volume horizontally. Floor-to-ceiling windows and  
spacious loggias alternate with closed elements. The apartments are aligned 
in layers from the compact core of the building out towards the façade. The 
wet rooms are grouped around the interior core of access while the living and  
dining area encloses the rooms aligned towards the façade like a clasp.

Metal workshop Dynamo, Zurich

On the northern banks of the River Limmat, extensive civil engineering work 
has made it necessary to construct a replacement building for the open metal 
workshop of the youth culture centre Dynamo. This provides an opportunity 
to redesign the site occupied by provisional buildings. In response to the large  
number of restrictions, the development area has been reduced to a minimum 
and a spacious, protected zone for work and activity will be provided by a large 
roof protrusion around the whole building. Set in front of the two listed youth 
centre buildings, the mushroom-shaped pavilion asserts itself as an autonomous 
object and has a confident appearance on the Limmat promenade. The construc-
tion and material of the building take up the theme of metal and its treatment: 
a hot-dip galvanised steel profile grid covers the skeleton structure in the area 
of the facade, roof soffit and roof edge. The sturdy outer shell is like protective 
armour and gives the building a homogeneous and corporeal appearance. The 
outer skin is fixed to the building based on the dot matrix of profile grid mesh 
and follows the logic of the material, as does the application of the lettering. 
The structure and perforations both create a transparent or closed appearance  
according to the way the light enters and the perspective. This highlights the 
changeability of the building, which becomes the lively epicentre of the loca-
tion when the doors are open – far beyond the roof edge. 
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