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While some young architects have regularly filled order books at an early stage, 
others may have developed just as many projects, but only implemented a few 
of them. More passionate architects then find themselves in a state of heigh-
tened tension that can often lead to promising projects. The same applies to 
Patrick Linggi and Richard Durrer, whose portfolio also contains many com-
petition entries. Some of them are now about to be implemented. The two 
Zurich architects attracted initial widespread attention with their reconstruc-
tion of three buildings buried by a massive landslide in the Wallis alpine village  
of Gondo. Their design almost archeologically retains the existing building 
elements and ruins, as well as respecting the village structure. The architects  
allowed the additions to the buildings to carry as much weight by radically 
relying on contemporary materials and construction methods. Like the scenic 
atmosphere of De Chirico, the uncovered, sloping terrain provides the space 
with which to remember the major natural disaster. 
The focus of their architectural search for contemporary expression is also 
apparent in their competition entries. It is noticeable that their project pre-
sentations are based on simple façades, structural models and schematic floor 
plans, as opposed to the perfect rendering that is so common today and covers 
any possible reality with an illusion. They provide insight into a creative process 
and show that the potential residing in the task and its architectural imple-
mentation has been deeply explored. They do without anything unimportant 
or matter of course. They emphasize the essence in order to find the nature 
of the object . They are examples of architectural experiment that is approa-
ched in the right way. 
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Complete Credit Suisse presence at Zurich Airport 
2003–2004 
with Jürg Schmid, Zurich

Zurich Airport is a 24-hour location and must cope with a wide range of  
demands and forces. The project for a bank branch in the shopping mall at the 
airport involved several stages with different perimeters for the rented pro-
perty. The implemented project addresses the theme of the constantly trans-
forming outgoing situation by using clustered stacking boxes for the allocated 
uses and requirements. The space created in between is a supply room that 
transforms and changes, while retaining the required rigidity through its fle-
xible concept. New volumes can be added, while existing ones can disappear 
or be altered to fulfil new requirements. The dynamics within it is implemen-
ted in an almost ephemeral materialisation and colour scheme that grasps the 
spatial definition as a transitory condition. The surfaces of the volumes have a 
multilayered structure and are sprayed and polished with high-gloss metallic 
car paint . They absorb their direct surroundings through reflection. The inside  
of each box is specifically materialised for the relevant use and appropriate 
spatial atmosphere. Today, the original materialisation has been greatly chan-
ged to adapt it to the current Credit Suisse corporate design.

Reconstruction, Gondo village
2001–2006
with Jürg Schmid, Zurich

In the autumn of 2000, a third of the village of Gondo was destroyed by a lands-
lide following a storm. In addition to its remote location in a narrow valley with 
little sunlight , the heavy goods vehicles on the Simplon route, amounting to a 
thousand four-ton lorries a day, place great demands on the people living there.  
Paradoxically, the through-traffic was also the only economic opportunity for 
the remote village. Its extreme situation in one of the narrowest gorges in the 
Alps is a significant aspect for the urban planning position of the new buildings. 
Grasping the disaster as a chance, the new village centre is grouped around 
a village square. The former street-village has thereby been augmented with  
a meeting place. The buildings frame the public space and enter into a dialogue 
with the older buildings and the topography. All apartments thereby benefit 
from the three-sided orientation. The 17th Century Stockalperturm was volu- 
metrically extended and given a new orientation towards the village square.  



The massive nature of the existing rough stone walls is complemented by a 
voluminous wall layer that incorporates all the infrastructure and technology. 
The events of the past are made visible in a subdued manner at the transition 
from stone to granulated concrete.  

Casa Sasso Rotondo, Ronco 
Pilot project 2006

The property is situated in a slightly elevated location above Lago Maggiore, 
in the midst of lush vegetation. It cannot be seen from the street and is acces-
sed by a private funicular. The slope is interrupted by stone supporting walls 
that characterise the location as much as the panorama view. The project for 
a second building at this privileged location works with existing elements and 
adds a reserved measure to fulf il all spatial requirements. Two meandering,  
wide-reaching floor and ceiling plates that slightly thrust towards each other 
define the space and formulate the transition towards the vegetation and  
topography. The roof is designed as a folded construction and rests on a few,  
spatial wall layers that can assume additional uses. The space is a walkable  
sculpture that creates a dialogue between new and old elements. Mobile 
membranes designed in a multilayered way allow the gradually transformable  
relationship between the inside and outside. 

Conversion, Wylandstrasse, Winterthur
2006–2007

The building on Wylandstrasse was originally the garden house in the park of 
a Sulz villa. Only the vegetation remains of the large-scale park that was esta-
blished at the time. The immediate environment has transformed into a quar-
ter with single-family homes in small units. 
Two parties use the building. The owners of the attic apartment wanted direct  
access from the kitchen to their garden behind the building. An existing em-
bankment served to bear the most direct connection, a light bridge made of 
f ibreglass-reinforced plastics. It was prefabricated at the works, placed into 
position by a crane and has a span of seven metres. The translucent material 
assumes the different light moods and the shade of the trees, thereby integra-
ting itself into the vegetation. 



Conversion and repair of Auhof School, Zurich
2006–2008

The Auhof school facility is embedded in a green stretch of land reaching from 
Aubrugg to the market square of Zurich-Schwamendingen. It was built in 1958 
by the architect Ernst Gisel together with an open-air swimming pool and a 
kindergarten with the same name. The facility includes two classroom wings, a 
gymnasium and a special room wing, all of which are precisely grouped around 
a playground. The characteristic hallmark of Ernst Gisel can be seen in all the 
estate’s buildings and is an example of Brutalism, which emerged in the mid-
1950s as a counter-movement to the mechanical aesthetics of “Neues Bauen”.  
During the repair and conversion work, the aim was to maintain the exis-
ting qualities: equipping them for today’s requirements using predominantly  
“invisible” measures, as well as complementing them with carefully prepared  
interventions. The most striking measure added new group rooms in the cor-
ridor zones of the wings for classrooms and special rooms. The geometric  
formulations and materialisation in glass blocks create an ideal reference to 
the physicality and simplicity of Gisel’s architecture. 

Maison de la Paix, Geneva
International competition 2008, 3rd prize

Four UN institutes that work on measures to encourage peace are to be brought 
together in a single building. The programme’s distinctive element is the Espace  
Académique, which requires around a third of the usable space. The triangu-
lar plot is situated on the northern perimeter of Geneva and marks the tran-
sition from the seven storey urban building to the park estate of the Botanic 
Gardens and the Palais des Nations. The deformed structure draws its geome-
tric strength from the difficult property shape and defies clear classification. 
Towards the city, it covers the entire breadth of the property in an inviting  
gesture. Towards the northern, narrowest section, the building achieves its  
maximum height of seven storeys and thereby creates a precise break bet-
ween the city and the park. Beneath the roof area, the Espace Académique is 
conceived as an artif icial topography and a gently rising space continuum. A 
path leads past patios and seminar rooms, providing stimulating views into and  
through the building. The load-bearing structure is conceived as a spatially  
effective, self-regulating system of triple articulation arches, creating ideal  
lighting conditions for the Espace Académique.



Reutilization of St. Johann harbour, Basel
Competition 2007, 1st Prize; pilot project “Buvette” 2009 
with Hager Landschaftsarchitektur, Zurich

A wide range of catering was desired as part of the planned reutilization for 
the St. Johann harbour to create a public pedestrian promenade. It is a place 
for strollers and swimmers who can refresh themselves or sunbathe. The “buil-
ding site” is on the river rather than on land. The floating buvette is situated on 
a hollow volume made of steel that provides the necessary buoyancy to keep 
the object afloat on the Rhine. It thereby adapts to the changing water depths 
and benefits from a strong relationship with the water. The spatial structure is 
conceived as a walkable sculpture. An enveloping flat , sloping ramp connects 
the buvette to the two levels of the promenade and benching, as well as pro-
viding interesting visual relationships. A V-shaped spatial layer contains auxi-
liary rooms and splits the interior into three areas. The design of the primary 
room-forming elements creates numerous possibilities to walk around the object. 

Stadttheater Solothurn
Competition 2009, 3rd prize

A theatre is part of the public life of a town. It reflects the town’s social life. 
For the project to renew the town theatre in Solothurn, measures were de-
veloped to address the specific situation and retain and even strengthen the 
charm of the small-town theatre, while removing its functional weaknesses. 
Selective changes to the building shell created options and synergies to facili-
tate theatre operations and ensure a stronger urban planning presence in the 
silhouette of Solothurn. The auditorium was replaced by a newly designed  
insertion and thereby adapted to suit today’s technical requirements. The in-
timacy and charm of improvisation remained preserved. Optimised geometry 
provided more seats for the auditorium. 

Home for the aged, Feldstrasse, Zurich 
Competition 2007, 1st prize; implementation planned 2010–2011

The analysis of aspects typical to quarters in Zurich-Aussersihl led to an urban 
plan with different faces towards the street and courtyard spaces. The closed 
street façade continues the eaves line of the neighbouring corner buildings and 



creates a moving silhouette into the urban space. On the courtyard side, the 
façade is dissolved and vertically structured, thereby assuming the small-scale 
fragility of inner courtyards that are typical for the Langstrassenquartier. All 
apartments benefit from the double orientation through a wide range of ligh-
ting situations. It creates an interior wealth and living quality that takes into 
account the residents’ limited mobility radius. The residents can participate in 
the life both on the public street space and in the private courtyard. The con-
cept of the courtyard façade made of wooden slats and the courtyard’s exterior  
spatial design provide a wide range of options for living in old age. 
The ground floor accommodates new headquarters for the Stiftung Alterswoh-
nen in the courtyard extension. 

Communal living  Am Hof, Köniz
Competition 2006, 1st purchase; implementation planned 2010–2011
with BEM Architekten, Baden 

The estate near the centre of Köniz is transitory in various ways. Firstly, it 
is situated at the junction between the densely constructed urban body of  
Köniz and the more open, suburban garden-city stretching towards more a  
loosely populated landscape. Secondly, it is located where the two sides of the 
valley meet, at the narrowest section of the valley floor, where the foothills 
of the Gurten and Könizerberg mountains almost touch each other. The  
different routes – the formerly open course of the stream, the tracks of the 
regional railway and especially the road – move along the topographic con-
tours and create a place of urban planning relevance. Two buildings reutilize  
the location and create a joint exterior space. A buckled, lengthy building  
follows the prominent large-scale road-building lines. It is organised by a struc-
ture that is spatially effective, containing all the rooms and auxiliary rooms, 
as well as a large living room. The rhomboid “Punktbau” building is designed 
as a highlight on the square and formulates the transition towards the centre  
of Köniz. The apartments are aligned in a windmill formation, allowing the 
building to unfold its vertical presence. Communal rooms and businesses are 
planned on the ground floor.
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