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Anthology is a literary term and is derived from the word for a garland. It 
describes a collection of poems, statements and texts. The image evokes a 
meadow of flowers from which the most beautiful and ideally matching are 
freely selected, picked and bunched to produce a bouquet. It is a personal se lec- 
tion that pursues an individual approach to quality and theme. 
Even today, the term seems to me to be appropriate to our series of reports 
on works by architects aged around forty. Our choice is not systematic, instead 
following our own experiences and architectural preferences. The theme that 
makes the flowers complement each other is both the quality of the buildings 
and the desire  to discover such “blooms” in as many regions of Switzerland 
as possible. The presentation of the buildings should be direct , straightforward,  
uncontrived and produced in a way to allow and help the reader to immerse 
himself into the object . That is how the series has been received over the last 
5 years, as the jury report for the 2009 Architecture Book Prize, which is 
presented by the Deutsches Archikturmuseum, shows1.
After growing up in Chur, Corinna Menn graduated from the ETH Zurich. 
Following competition success with her design for a home for the disabled in 
Scharans, she founded her own architectural office. The project showed how 
confidently the young architect could already operate in her field. Two build-
ings complement the existing facility with a fine sense of proportion. The 
structures are inserted into the topography with equal precision and cleverly 
refer to the historical characteristics of the Bündner alpine valleys. The archi-
tectural syntax is also continued in the inner structure and meticulous details. 
A strong reference to the topography and a carefully detailed design are also 
hallmarks of the Conn viewing platform in Flims, creating a figure that becomes 
a metaphor for the location and the platform’s function.
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Double Kindergarten, Mettlen, Opfikon
Competition project 2004

The double kindergarten is situated in the historical village centre of Opfikon, 
a dreamy, idyllic rural location with gardens as well as residential and commer-
cial buildings. Building law for the inner core zone defines the leeway between 
the maximum and minimum exterior geometry of the outer building volume. 
Inside, the alignment of the main and auxiliary rooms is diagrammatically de-
scribed by programme’s typology. Like building blocks, the cross-section of the 
rooms with varying light and height requirements fit into the exterior shell. 
They reflect the garden and street level, which is offset by half a storey, in an 
interior split level. The volume’s opening at both eave sides designates an exte-
rior space for each of the kindergarten’s main and group rooms.
The concrete building volume is set parallel to the street and its proportions 
are integrated into the village centre. Its shape is cuboid. “The scale of the flat , 
rectangular gable roof conforms with the neighbouring buildings. The consistent 
concrete material with raw board formwork creates an intractable impression. 
If one also takes the casement doors on the longitudinal sides into account, a 
lightness is created that produces an ambivalence between an abstract monolith, 
a barn and a greenhouse,” (extract from jury report).

Home for the disabled, Scharans
2006

The Scalottas Foundation, which was founded in 1962 and has continuously 
grown ever since, provides care for people with serious disabilities. The home 
for children and a second for adults are integrated as a solitary body into the 
existing estate located in the open landscape of a hillside terrace. Following the 
striking topography, the two buildings line the edge of the hillside like the  
numerous castles and palaces in the Domleschg valley. In accordance with their 
cuboid expression, the buildings are erected in monolithic masonry, while 
different openings create incisions in the buildings’ shells. They set themselves 
apart as reliefs on the plaster and concrete facades.
The living room forms the core of the individual unit. The rooms are aligned in a 
ring around it. Large sliding doors create the direct spatial relationship between 



the individual and the community that is required for such a high degree of 
disability. The central room is characterised by a massive vault-like tented roof, 
thereby recalling the spatial distinction between the hall and chamber of a his-
torical Bündner-style building. A powerful band-like wooden frame surrounds 
the openings and combines with the framing base section of the room. Together 
with other materials, their colours, contrasting light and surface properties, 
they guide the disabled people through the room.

School renovation, Splügen 
2007

The  Rheinwald comprehensive school was built in 1968. Around forty years 
later, the building’s substance required a renovated shell for heating purposes, 
as well as other renovation inside. The protruding wooden cladding that ex-
tended down over the facade like the lip of a cap was removed. The facade and 
the roof now meet at a flush box gutter that gives the building its cuboid char-
acter. The encompassing broad tinplate roof edge follows the contours of the 
graduated gable against the background of the Rheinwaldner mountain silhou-
ette. The heat insulation enveloping the building is finished in a glazed plaster 
shell. Overlapping varnish layers create areas with subtly shifting grades of light, 
acting like a textile cloak for the body. The sun blind material and the natural 
grey roof slate complete the textile image of the exterior shell. The calm rhythm 
of the fixed glazing and extended frames with integrated ventilation wings 
structure the long band of windows.
The entrance hall is framed like a windmill by the building’s wings. The exten-
sions inserted into them and the gallery above are integrated into the extensive 
blue wall horizon. The strong colour zone of the new linoleum floor and curtains 
characterise the interior rooms.

Viewing platform, Conn, Flims
2006

13,000 years ago, the retreat of the last ice age resulted in the massive collapse 
of the Flims mountain. The power of the Rhein began to erode the masses of 



stone and created a natural spectacle of the Ruin Aulta. The gorge is a region of 
national preservation that can be experienced by visitors from this precisely 
positioned outlook, without themselves stepping onto the location. Anchored 
to the outer edge of the forest, a viewing platform rises between the pines and 
extends towards the gorge without touching the lime formations that have 
evolved of thousands of years. Viewed from the footpath, the dark steel con-
struction initially appears to be part of the forest among the tall tree trunks. 
Visitors climb the spiral staircase and walk out on the unfolded fan of the wooden 
platform. From a distance, the light larch wood of the beams, the unfolded 
double rafters and the conical floor segments appear like a floating sail. Detached 
from the main girder, the platform is suspended at its ends using steel cables. 
The basic elements and their linear connections create an inherent spatial figure 
describing a circular form. The structure is impressive through the static and 
constructive necessity of reduced materials.

Win-a-House
Project 2006

The study contract developed a house design for an average Swiss family, without 
users and without a location, as part of a prize draw for a Swiss bank. The abstract 
task was to use a flexible prototype that could accommodate the requirements 
of a location and its users while adhering to standard construction regulations. 
Like a tent - which is independent of any location and provides a basic system 
of individual living - a statically dictated structure is hoisted over a ground area. 
A central support occupies the neutral quadratic ground area, providing maxi-
mum freedom for room alignment. The tree-like load-bearing structure is 
covered by an isolated glass shell. It follows the contours of the slanting rigging 
at the corners and the ridge, creating an association with the spanned textile 
shell. 
“The building resembles a frozen tent. A central, umrella-like open structure is 
spanned above large interior rooms. The building is a load-bearing framework 
design: A rigidly connected tree is set into a concrete base. The end of its 
branches are stabilised by rigging. The designer has closely analysed a location 
without qualities and thereby derived a promising idea: a house as a tent,” 
(extract from the jury‘s report).



Forellenstube terraced houses, Tamins 
2008

The Forellenstube residential development was constructed in the 1980s on the 
outskirts of the village Tamins. The urban plan from that period defines the 
position and case volumes of the two rows of the estate’s last development 
phase. The proximity of the busy main road requires appropriate residential 
living space. Two different house types are created for the location.
Along the estate’s street, the punctiform, tall tower building elevates protected 
panorama-like residential life to the loft . Further back, the more sheltered, 
low-lying garden house accommodates ground-floor, open living. The units are 
added to form linear rows with deep rhythmical incisions. The single frame or 
ribbon windows   reduce the repetition and enclose the row into a single unit . 
The incisions of the roof terrace and loggia create exterior spaces within, 
thereby connecting life inside with the surrounding external environment in 
highly varied ways. Raw materials dominate the atmosphere inside like a dis-
sected core. By refraining from surface layers, the static building elements, the 
crosswall structures, are made of bricks, while the ceilings and the roof consist 
of cast-in-situ concrete and are all clearly visible. Red clay clinker brick contin-
ues the brick theme on the floor. The raw nature of the materials deliberately 
contrasts with the fine, individual interior furnishing.

Villas in Faqra, Lebanon
Project 2008

The property is situated by Mount Lebanon at an altitude of 1,800 metres above 
sea level and is directly beside a ski piste with a breath-taking view of Beirut 
and the Mediterranean. The holiday accommodation for the ski resort, which 
was developed in the 1970s, is aimed at cosmopolitan users from the Arab re-
gion. Its living requirements conform with internationalised models that are 
only partially adapted to suit the cultural-historical environment. The central 
aim is exploiting the view provided by the location and a high level of privacy. 
A diamond shaped grid on the steep slope creates maximum depth and height. 
It spreads the rhomboid volumes apart at different levels. The underground 
connections transform the buildings into precise inlays in the sparse, primeval 



landscape. In this contrasting relationship of nature and development measures, 
the artificial nature of the garden becomes an element of the architecture. The 
rhombus placed onto the rectangular base creates four garden levels that are 
set into the sloping topography and stand out from the building volumes and 
the terrain. The ground plan is split along its axis to correspond with the gardens 
on different levels. Extending from the mountain along a high, narrow corridor, 
living terraces open out towards the vista of the landscape and the sea below. 
The swimming pool is situated to the rear and is framed by the slope. 
In addition to the dichotomy of the buildings and the topography, the mate-
rials anchor the volumes to the location. Derived from the site’s foundation, 
the yellow limestone is used as an aggregate for the concrete and drawn to the 
surface through bush hammering. 
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