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Architectural quality evolves to the same degree as the architect allows his 
vocation to become his calling – in the moment when inner passion begins to  
govern all questions that arise and all challenges posed by the construction tasks. 
This inclination is developed further within the context of the concrete tasks them-
selves. Seeing construction as an artistic accomplishment becomes a central prere-
quisite, which often turns into a tragic tale due to the permanent confrontation with  
limiting restrictions. This passionate approach is accompanied by perseverance, 
mediatory skills and the art of persuasion. The fact that some young architects in-
herently possess this professional enthusiasm gives us hope that they will continue  
to pursue the goal of architectural quality and that our cities – to use Nietzsche’s 
words – will continue to develop in good taste.
Shortly after f inishing their studies, Samuel Bünzli and Simon Courvoisier 
used their talents to accomplish the tasks they were faced with and were able 
to incorporate their own architectural ideas into the solutions. The projects  
demonstrate the degree of precision with which the architects are able to  
activate the potential inherent in a particular location, and in this way develop  
the expressiveness of their own architecture. Just as they make use of the  
urban resources, they likewise give voice to the special characteristics of the  
materials used. Their strategies are based on the keen analysis of existing  
structures, their environment and the space allocation plan – from which they  
elicit their solutions, while at the same time naturally creating a piece of  
city-scape with their designs.
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Kammermann House in Zollikon
The original building was constructed in the 1930s by a local building contractor  
according to his own designs. The building substance has been well preserved despite  
some changes having been made. Three small rooms are situated around the central  
hall, facing southwest, and the kitchen and entrance area with its sanitary rooms  
are located on the side facing the slope. In addition to this structural clarity, the old 
building has been constructed using well-chosen materials. In particular, the solid  
herringbone oak parquet and the double windows with their delicate sash bars in  
particular represent top quality architecture.
The ground floor will to a large extent be left unaltered. A spacious bedroom area 
will be created by replacing the kitchen with a new bathroom. The staircase will be 
given an additional flight of stairs, thus linking it to the new upper storey. In contrast 
to the cellular layout of the ground floor, a very different spatial concept has been 
used for the roof construction. The kitchen, living and dining area are all part of the 
space-continuum, which seems to be linked seamlessly to the roof terrace with its 
view over Lake Zurich by means of a spacious opening in the direction of southwest.
This exciting interaction between the elements on the interior is also visible on the 
outside in the form of a collage of windows, each with distinctive details. At the same 
time, the homogenous plastering without joints blurs the boundaries between old and 
new, linking the extension with the existing building to form a new integrated structure.

Primary school building Linden in Niederhasli
The environment of the new school is characterised by large multi-storeyed buildings 
from the seventies and an adjacent agricultural area. The new horizontal construction 
is able to hold its own against the high buildings located along the Lindenstrasse, and 
has its own urban significance and public flair. The school development stretches from 
the sports hall in the southwest to the southeast, its protruding upper storey creating a 
spacious connecting area between the entrance hall and the schoolyard. The northeast 
section of the building is located on the edge of a slope. The slope separates the play-
ground area from the playing fields so that these are clearly identified as being part of 
the surrounding landscape.
The school building, which can be extended step by step, consists of a series of units 
each containing two classrooms with a common room on the top storey, and a special 
room with adjacent smaller rooms on the ground floor. Each of these room groupings 
can be accessed from the vertical section, thus creating a “house within a house”. In 
addition to the large rooms such as the common room and the covered outside space 
on the ground floor, individual lobby areas will be created in the upper storeys using 
small dimensions fitting to the needs of a primary school.
The supporting structure and entrance areas have been constructed using exposed 
concrete. The classrooms, on the other hand, have wooden panelling on all walls,  
reminiscent of classic-style classrooms. This applies to the façade in the area of the 
class-rooms, and in this way the structural clarity of the interaction between the  
space allocation plan, the supporting structure and the material concept becomes  
visible on the outside.



Holography laboratory Fink in Zurich
A provisional laboratory was required at short notice on the site of the University  
Zurich-Irchel to accommodate a newly appointed physics professor. The alternating 
magnetic fields and mechanical vibrations in the existing buildings would have made 
the work with the special holographic equipment impossible.
The laboratory building is located on the eastern edge of the plot in the construc- 
tional development area of the Irchel site. According to the planning directives, small 
buildings are not designated for this area. For this reason, the urban and architectural 
references have been kept to a minimum, thus stressing the temporary nature of this 
intervention. The only development planned outside the building is a driveway provi-
ding access to the neighbouring buildings and a small forecourt for deliveries.
The building’s pragmatic floor plan, the simple cubic shape and the use of wood fulfil 
the requirements stipulated for a provisional building. The use of slated roofing paper 
for the building’s exterior emphasises this characteristic feature. The unusual effect 
of this material, which is not common for façades, directly conveys the idea of a tem-
porary structure. In addition, the use of the same material on all sides of the building  
gives it the appearance of a construction lacking in familiar elements such as a base 
and a roof edge. In this way, it reaches a degree of abstraction that further empha-
sizes the ephemeral character of the intervention.

Guestrooms Hotel Castell in Zuoz (p. 27)
The Hotel Castell in Zuoz was built by Nicolaus Hartmann Jr in 1913. The hotel 
has been built in the style of a castle, and given the name Castell in memory of the 
Castle Chastlatsch from the Middle Ages, which is said to have originally stood on 
this site. The stately external appearance of the building and the historical design 
of the main rooms on the ground floor have been well preserved despite later con-
versions. They define the hotel’s identity, putting it in league with the other Grand 
Hotels in Engadin.
The showrooms in question were constructed in order to test the success of concepts 
for the renovation and enlargement of the guestrooms, which have been disfigured in 
the last two centuries. They are the result of a project being implemented throughout 
the whole hotel, in which two larger rooms of different sizes are to replace three  
existing rooms. The rooms will maintain their character through the historical cons-
truction elements – the windows and guestroom doors – which have been laid bare. 
Together with wooden flooring in smoked oak, these room elements sustain the  
memory of the original hotel. This existing matter will be contrasted with the wet  
rooms and fitted kitchens, which with their sliding doors reaching up to the ceiling  
and differentiated colour schemes are clearly recognisable as modern building  
elements. The non-fitted furniture with its traditional yet abstract design forms a 
link between the objects. It makes up a third element positioned between these  
contrasting elements and joins the interventions in the existing structure, creating 
a new whole.



Residential development Hagenbuchrain in Zurich
The environment surrounding the six new buildings is characterized by the village  
centre of Albisrieden dating back to the Middle Ages, a fine-grained one-family house 
and large constructions containing multi-storeyed apartment buildings. In addition  
to this constructional diversity, there is a contrast between the town spaces and 
green areas. The division of the buildings into single wings and an integrated, amor-
phous ground plan structure connect the buildings with their environment, placing 
them in an urban context. The buildings also interlock in such a way that their offset 
alignment makes the greenery appear to flow out between the buildings and firmly  
anchors the landscape of the Üetilberg in the quarter.
The interior design of the buildings reinforces the landscape theme. All of the apart-
ments can be accessed through a continuous series of rooms: From the staircase, 
across the entrance and the corridor, one reaches the living room, which overlooks the  
previously mentioned greenery in three directions. This room forms the real “head” 
of the apartment and reinforces the situational character of the floor plan structure, 
linking the interior with the environment through a series of views.
The abstract, strict division of the facades is contrasted with differentiated technical 
materials by use of a scraped finish, and the materials bronze and oak. This ambiva- 
lence, which is also present in the design of the ground plan, provides the building 
with modernist characteristics as well as elements whose solidity and material sub-
stance are reminiscent of bourgeois living.

Bünzli & Courvoisier
Shortly after finishing their studies, Samuel Bünzli and Simon Courvoisier used their 
talents to master architectural challenges, achieving independent solutions. The  
restructuring of a residential building, a school, a laboratory building, a project for 
hotel rooms and a large housing development were architectural milestones. The 
projects illustrate the precise approach the architects take to their work. The source  
of their inspiration is the keen analysis of existing constructions, their environment  
and the programme generated by the construction task. They use these sources 
to elicit solutions and – almost as a matter of course – always succeed in shaping a 
piece of city.
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