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Architecture is the mother of all the arts. (frequently quoted)
Exhibitions of the different visual arts are accompanied by innumerable  
catalogues. They record a temporally limited collection of pictures, objects or 
sculptures, lay them open to discussion and criticism, attempt to explain and 
elucidate them, bring additional knowledge to bear and free them from the 
fetters of place and time. The publications are generally recognised and logical  
stations in the careers of artists. Architecture – which is, after all, the mother  
of all the arts – demands at least as careful and attentive a representation, docu- 
mentation, interpretation and review through the medium of the book.
Books cannot take the place of observation and experience of the actual  
buildings, but they can explain and interpret them, and they can bring back  
memories of architectural achievements. Walter Zschokke made a similar state- 
ment when he wrote: “Architectural quality is immediately perceptible from 
both outside and inside the building, in motion or at rest . There are, however,  
additional ways of increasing our appreciation of architecture based on historical,  
cultural and technical knowledge. With sufficient knowledge at our disposal,  
architectural appreciation becomes dependent not only on what we see and 
feel, but also on what we know without actually seeing it .”1 

It is to this task of conveying knowledge that our new series of unpretentious 
monographic brochures is dedicated. In them, the reader can become immer-
sed in and explore the ramifications of different buildings and projects by the 
same author. They represent an alternative and a supplement to the documenta-
tion on individual buildings and thematic portrayals in architectural magazines.

1In: De aedibus Vol 5. Lucerne: Quart Publishers 2002, p. 8
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With Anthology, we are starting a collection of work reports on architects 
around the age of forty. It represents a series of pragmatic portrayals intended 
to show that , as regards the younger generation of architects, Switzerland is a 
fertile breeding ground for new energies that are developing side by side with 
the famous and established architects.
The series begins with projects by the Lucerne architects Niklaus Graber and 
Christoph Steiger, both of whom discovered their passion for architecture  
through practical work with architects such as Herzog & de Meuron and Hans 
Kollhoff. They have transferred the experiences they made in the midst of the 
international architectural debate into the realm of regional landscapes, housing  
developments and agglomerations, and they took part early on in competi-
tions, many of which they won, thereby laying the cornerstones of an unusually  
rapid ascent to independence. Careful, controlled and thoroughly autono-
mous, they transform their architectural tasks into powerful large forms that 
represent a high-quality response to the large and small format urban and na-
tural spaces that surround their buildings, developing with equal skill concise 
and exemplary details imbued with the impetus of small inventions, as it were 
in the microcosmos of the individual buildings.

Lucerne, March 2004

School complex in Buttikon
The Oberstufenschule is a compact, spatially strict complex with an urban cha-
racter on the edge of a landscape defined by the river Linth. The conglomerate  
of mutually referential single buildings forms a large, easily remembered  
volume situated at the foot of a slope. The changing reddish-silver colour play 
of the clinker stone building brings about a dialogue with the natural shades of 
the surrounding countryside.
The central recreation yard around which the complex is grouped gives the 
school its specific public character. Its precise boundaries form a contrast with 
the surrounding landscape, and the transparent ground floor with its views and 
vistas mediates between the constructed and natural worlds.

Gym and multipurpose hall in Kriens
The close-meshed neighbourhood of Kuonimatt comprises a surprisingly gen-
erous, park-like green area belonging to the primary school originating from the 
1950s. The intention of rezoning this space through structural changes with- 
out infringing on its open character led to a proposal consisting of a pavilion-like  
kind of architecture, giving the impression of an installation, that conforms 
with the atmosphere of the existing site. Based on a tree-like load-bearing steel 



structure, the hall generates playfully different interior and exterior spaces. The  
structure and cladding emphasise the impression of a well-balanced installation that  
symbolically mirrors the dynamic activities inside the building.

Community centre in Wollerau
The starting point of the planning of the community administration building and 
the Raiffeisen bank was the search for the identity of this public project within  
the framework of its village surroundings. The existing heterogeneous site, sur-
rounded by roads and railway lines, made a conforming kind of architecture  
unfeasible owing to the very different and turbulent existing surroundings. Thus the 
conviction grew that this building must take its place in the village as a self-aware,  
independent structure and find its identity in the consistent implementation of 
the programme. The abstract implementation of the requirements of a flexible  
office and administration building acquires its own atmospheric  density through 
the meticulous search for a modular structure for the building.

Stucki house in Meggen
The client wished for a modest and introverted home in a privileged position on 
a slope with views of the lake and mountains. The architects responded to these  
seemingly contradictory parameters with an oblique-angled courtyard typo-
logy comprising living quarters on the side facing the slope and low walls on the 
valley side. An umbrella-shaped point roof appears to span the whole complex 
and invites a multilayered interpretation of the building.

House of contemplation in Altdorf
A solid stone envelope creates a place of peace and contemplation protected 
from the weather and the hectic activity of the motorway. The cruciform interior  
leads the visitor step by step to a place of spiritual composure. A counterpart is 
formed by a meditation route along the Reuss which, with extracts from texts 
from the writings of the different world religions, refers to the collective know- 
ledge of the universal community.

Kunsthaus in Graz
The Grazer Schlossberg, inserted into the town volume, divides it into two 
parts. At the same time, an existing tunnel system in  the interior of the moun-
tain provides the potential of a connection. The project makes use of this  
ambiguity and develops from the interior of the mountain. Interfaces between  
the mountain, the town and the cave-like tunnels are partially endowed with 
crystalline volumes that serve as accesses and exhibition rooms and create a  
versatile, playable museum landscape.



Main library in Vienna
The hitherto unbuilt-on Wiener Gürtel has been crucially changed by the 
con-struction of the new main library. This intervention demands a basically new 
urban planning strategy which is to be initiated by this exemplary new building. 
As a vertically layered book tower, it looms over the roofs of Vienna, and it is 
planned to add further vertically developed public buildings at strategic points 
of the Ringstrasse, thereby emphasising Vienna's radial structure.

Factory extension in Hagendorn 
Locally typical elements such as hedges, woods and fields were adopted as  
design-generating phenomena and interpreted in terms of architecture. The  
outer façade of the area is surrounded by a frame construction planted with  
indigent wild plants, and the area of field now occupied by the building has been 
replaced by a meadow on the projecting roof. The hybrid of architecture and 
landscape thus appears as geometricised natural element embedded in the field 
landscape.

Aletsch Raiffeisen bank in Bitsch
The apartment and office building was based on considerations related to the  
immediate surroundings of the project, on the specific geometry and topography 
of the site,  on the wide-ranging, open view of the landscape, and on the cultural  
characteristics of the Rhone valley.
The building volume takes the form of a point-block, adapted to the village struc-
ture, with a white crystalline structure that refers to the alpine landscape.

Since 1995, Niklaus Graber & Christoph Steiger have their own architects' of-
fice in Lucerne. The publication introduces work by the 36-year-old architects: 
A school, a multi-purpose hall, a community centre and an illustrated list of 
other buildings and competition projects provide an overview of their archi-
tectural quest.
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