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Anthologie 37 – Notat
Heinz Wirz

For twelve years, we have been curating this series presenting buildings by young 
Swiss architects. The format has been worthwhile. The individual volumes are 
small and compact , reflecting their concentrated presentation of buildings. 
Every image and each plan must be selected carefully and with economy in 
mind. Their measurements, formats and positions gain a special signif icance. 
Thus the little volumes assume the quality of a casket containing valuable gems. 
If this quality correlates with the qualities of the buildings themselves – as is 
wonderfully demonstrated in this volume – it is possible to make their char-
acteristics visible and tangible as little treasures. While browsing through it and 
during in-depth study of the buildings, we occasionally encounter precision 
work where every element of the design is placed into the spatial structure 
following considerate, careful conceptual work – just like a watchmaker develops 
and assembles his mechanism. 
In Charrat , in the Lower Valais region, the transformation of an old house with 
a barn extension led to the precise conversion of an existing building into a 
new form that retained its original structure, while realigning the volume to a 
new type of utilisation. The house with two residential units in Prévessin-Moëns 
near Geneva is a singularly compact form that accommodates two sections in 
a quasi concealed way. In the homogenous volume, the only interruptions are 
sharp incisions and individual window elements that are flush with the façade 
and placed with extreme precision. Behind the simple, gestural surface, two 
large, yet differently sized apartments are accommodated. Their rooms are 
inscribed into the volume like caves. Each individual room is exactly f itted 
into the polygonal volume, thereby achieving a powerful unity between the 
material, form and function. The two examples clearly show how the work of 
an architect is visually related to that of a watchmaker and beyond that , also 
to the craft of metal chasing.

Lucerne, May 2016



Single-family home, Charrat
2010

A conversion in Charrat . The project is situated at a distance from the village 
and consists of a house with an adjoining barn. It was too large to be renovated 
entirely. Only the elements that could be converted were retained, such as 
the cellars and the previously existent living floor. The rest was dismantled. 
The volumes of dyed concrete replace the roof in two sections and at the 
transformed zone. The large openings created in this way allow the light to 
enter the interior space more freely. 
The geometry of the superstructures was equally the result of a formal require-
ment and from the desire to make the wall thickness visually disappear. The 
differently inclined surfaces produced varying interplays of light and shade on 
the façade during the day. 
There are no corridors in the interior space, since access is provided along the 
exterior wall from one room to the next . The view permeates the room and 
leads beyond the windows, opening out into the surrounding landscape.  

Villa with two apartments, Prevessin-Moëns
2012

The property is situated on the outskirts of the of Geneva. It is lined by a 
forest to the south and opens out towards f ields to the east . The location lies 
exactly on the transition from the city to the countryside. Reached by a cob-
bled access ramp, the building stands on the northeastern section of the plot . 
The open space that separates the building from the forest provides space for 
exterior gathering spaces and a pool. The spatial programme includes two 
residential units. They are separated by a communal, continuous residential wall 
that separates the ground plan into two parts. 
The volume also consists of a f igure of two parts and is based on a diamond 
ground plan, allowing the individual alignment of the two residential units. This 
multifaceted volume lets each of the owners gather on their own terrace in 
front of the building, without the neighbouring façade blocking the view. The 
partition of the façade makes the true dimension of the building illegible and 
gives each façade a domestic, human scale. The exterior shell covers the entire 
building, including the roof and consists of dyed concrete. The larch wood loggias 
break through the façade and also the roof. The building has a high energy-
eff iciency standard.



Conversion of a loft , 21 rue Florissant, Geneva
2013

An insurance company that owned the property wanted to used the attic area 
of the building from the 1920s. 
The project was limited to the conversion of the rooms on the courtyard 
façade side. The new apartments are orientated towards one side and are 
organised almost symmetrically in a classic row typology. The characteristic is 
highlighted through the placement of sliding windows that connect the living 
room and the main bedroom.
The vertical displacement of the roofs allows light to enter into the middle of 
the floor plan from a band of windows running from one partition wall to the 
next . The bathrooms are situated on the rear side in irregular spaces that are 
aligned according to the neighbour’s partition wall. Two skylights provide day-
light to the sanitary areas. 

Apartment conversion, 10 Chemin des Collines, Sion
2012

The apartment is situated on the ground floor of a residential building from 
the 1980s. The original typology was based on a strict distinction between 
day and night . Until the conversion, a load-bearing wall was situated on the 
central axis of the ground plan and led to a strong distinction between two 
living areas until the conversion. The conversion transformed the floor plan 
so that the wet cells, cupboards and kitchen were placed in the volume in the 
form of a star in the centre of the apartment . The façade walls are thereby 
freed up and can encourage circulation.

Building with six apartments, Confignon
2014

The desire to offer direct access to the exterior space for as many residential 
units as possible led to a volume in the form of a ziggurat . The developed 
volumetrics allow the building to adapt to the terrain on the ground floor. 
The first f loor contains three apartments and a double apartment , while the 
second floor has two apartments and the top level has only one.  



The bedrooms face towards the street in the north, while the living rooms 
benefit from the view towards the south. Pergolas ensure the necessary privacy 
for the terraces and prevent lateral views. 
The building expression combines an urban façade facing the street and a façade 
with many terraces indirect connection to the landscape. 

Housing development, Lancy
2014

The building is situated in a residential quarter on a gently sloping terrain at 
the bottom of a valley floor. The high-quality row of trees forms its boundary 
with the surroundings on three sides. The volume is embedded in between 
the trees and is highlighted where it protrudes from them. The estate gains its 
presence through its volume in the form of a boat and through the rhythmical 
structure created by the powerful columns on the western façade, which verti-
cally group the kitchen niches together. This allows the building to set itself 
apart from the surrounding trees, which include a 100 year-old redwood. The 
entrances are situated towards the east , while the balconies and terraces face 
towards the southwest. The rooftop terrace apartments complement the build-
ing wherever the f igure permits a third f loor. The building is developed out 
of interlocking double-apartments, a structure that provides each residential 
unit with a garden area. These are situated in the rear, with balconies facing them, 
while to the west , there are bedrooms accommodated on the upper levels. 
The balconies made of f ibre concrete have the form of  aircraft carriers and 
form a counterbalance to the massive vertical volumes together with the kitchen 
niches.

Building with six apartments, Onex 
2014

The property is located in a neighbourhood with single-family homes situated 
on a plateau in the environs of Geneva that have by now encircled it . The plot 
does not have an autonomous location in the middle of this neighbourhood 
and is lined on all four sides by trees. 
The building is placed in the centre of the property and in the midst of the 
trees. The f loor plan is based on a hollow square in which four apartments 



are arranged around an inner courtyard that also provides access to the two 
rooftop terrace apartments. 
The double apartments have a different type. Two focus their living space on 
the garden level, while the other two have their living areas on the upper level, 
where they are extended into the exterior space in the form of a loggia. This 
division prevents undesired views and gives each residential unit its intimacy. 
The same applies to the two rooftop terrace apartments.  

Urban estate with a hotel and senior citizens’ apartments, 
Rue du Petit Rocher, Lausanne
2014–

The building is part of an urban block of houses with a steep road at its front 
side and a less steep alley at its rear. The design plan for the plot refers to a 
car maintenance garage from the 1950s, which is due to be demolished. The 
project fully exploits the given volume, whereby even the recess occurs at the 
street façade. Three elements form the ensemble: a continuous base that in-
corporates the incline of the terrain and two autonomous building volumes 
above it . The base accommodates the communal areas of the four-star hotel. 
Diverse uses are aligned around a spacious central area that opens out fully 
towards the street and also to a small inner courtyard. Along Rue du Petit 
Rocher, a building volume made of white concrete rises above the base and 
accommodates the 124 hotel rooms. Continuous terraces enhance the two top 
floors. The façade is planned as a mesh with a dense window grid, achieving 
a high flexibility for the room partitions inside and thereby facilitating future 
conversions. The building along the Rue de Maupas cul-de-sac accommodates 
17 senior citizens’ apartments. The first f loor has a common room that opens 
out onto a triangular terrace. The contrasting handling of the façade and the 
alignment of the balconies in the building corners creates a clear distinction 
from the hotel and its regular façade. 

Primary school, Rueyres-les-Prés
2011

The school is situated at the entrance to the village. The free-standing volume 
is placed on the natural terrain at the edge of a mineral plate that surrounds 
the existing sports hall. 



Due to the natural incline of the terrain, the building volume can raise itself 
from the ground in its southern and eastern sections. The schoolyard is made 
level using a wall that extends the base of the building’s eastern façade. The 
building blocks the noise of the courtyard situated to the north. 
The southern façade is opposite the airport and opens out towards the view 
of the Alpine foothills. Large-scale glazing assumes the scale of the landscape 
and perforates the façade at its centre. 
The west , north and east façades open out towards the sports hall, the village 
and the stables situated on the outskirts of the village. 
The organisation of the ground plan is expressed using “full” volumes that 
create an “emptiness” between them. 
The characteristic programmes, such as the classrooms, staff rooms, work-
shops and service rooms, are pooled together in a different way on each floor. 
This creates access rooms that each have a distinctive architectural quality. 
The fixed glazing, which stretches from wall to wall and from the floor to the 
ceiling, frames the the landscape in the extension of the access routes. These 
entrance areas cross the full length of the floor plan and alternate their direction 
on each floor. 

Ensemble of four secondary residences, Nendaz
2013

The property is situated in the skiing region of Haute-Nendaz. A street that 
leads to the lower part of the plot is continued up the slope in a zigzag route. 
The four chalets are aligned towards the street to allow them to ideally benefit 
from the view. Each chalet consists of a natural stone base with a wooden volume 
that stretches out above it . The exterior spaces are situated on a levelled base 
and the remaining topography is retained. In the interior area, the rooms are 
arranged around two axes. The metallic f ireplaces in the centre of the living 
areas create a powerful verticality in a two-storey section of the living space. At 
the same time, large windows on the mezzanine and in the loggias on the upper 
level ensure a strong horizontal relationship to the surrounding landscape. 



Extension for a village house, Givrins
2013

The owners wished to replace a barn connected to their home in the village 
centre with an extension for their son. 
The original project was rejected by the local council since it was considered 
too progressive. The barn was therefore demolished and replaced by a simple 
volume that fulf illed all the regulations for a village home. 
The living rooms open out towards the garden by means of a rotatable window, 
while folding glazing transforms them into a loggia. A room with a two-storey 
height connects the two floors. 
The project is the simple literary expression of a village house with a saddle roof. 
The façade made of vertical larch wood boards is also typical for the barns of 
the region, as are the chosen roof tiles. 

Three terraced houses, Grône
2013

The property situated on the outskirts of the village of Grône is a zone of 
single-family homes. The terraced houses are located on a gentle slope. The 
composition was developed on the basis of the desire to create different units 
by means of repetition, thereby achieving a complex overall volume. Each unit 
is divided into two parts through its axis. Split-level organisation allows com-
munication between the two floors with the bedrooms and the living room 
floor between them, which opens out onto an intimate terrace, slightly raised 
above the natural terrain. The interplay of stairs and the three openings towards 
the living space are conceived like a stage set , as the roof highlights the idea 
by resembling a circus dome, thereby discreetly staging everyday life. 
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